Vijayudu Veena Appointed As Executive Chef
at The Setai, Miami Beach
Miami Beach, FL (November 6, 2017)– The Setai Miami Beach is pleased to
announce the appointment of Vijayudu “Vijay” Veena as the hotel’s executive chef.
Veena brings 12 years of culinary experience from around the world to his new position.
A veteran of The Setai, in 2008 Veena joined the hotel’s team and quickly moved up the
kitchen hierarchy. Originally from Hyderabad, India, Veena started his career at JW
Marriott in Mumbai. He moved on to The Lausanne Palace and Spa in Switzerland
before relocating to Miami to join The Setai family. Veena holds a Bachelor of Culinary
Arts from Osmania University in India and an advanced studies degree from the
Institute Hotelier Cesar Ritz in Switzerland.
“I have been a part of The Setai and Jaya’s formal rebranding for many years, I look
forward to consistently evolving the properties culinary direction,” says Chef Vijayudu
Veena.
As executive chef, Veena will oversee all of the hotel’s culinary operations including its
signature restaurant Jaya as well as The Ocean Grill, The Lobby Bar and The
Courtyard. Veena will also oversee the hotel’s in-room dining program, banquets and
catering events. He pays homage to his spicy and flavorful background by creating
dishes inspired from his childhood and using his classically trained techniques to
develop new flavors while maintaining culinary harmony. His combination of classic, rich
Indian flavors along with ingredients from other regions of Asia including China,
Thailand, Indonesia, Japan and Malaysia create a well-rounded dining program.
“Under Chef Veena’s direction our signature restaurant and dining concepts will
continue to wow guests and create memorable dining experiences. Chef Veena’s talent
has already helped shape Jaya’s direction,” says Christian Maeder, Food and Beverage
Director, The Setai.
Jaya will continue to be a celebration of culinary diversity featuring regional specialties
from Southeast and Northern Asian cultures. The 200-seat restaurant and the hotel’s
courtyard serves authentic, approachable dishes, sharing-style enhanced by locally
sourced products and ingredients.
###
About The Setai, Miami Beach
Situated ocean-side in the heart of Miami’s most desirable location in South Beach, The Setai, Miami
Beach is an award- winning, international leader in hospitality and the hotel of choice for the sophisticated
international traveler. The Setai masterfully combines the warmth of Asian hospitality with the best in
personalized service, the latest in-room technologies and truly rarified comfort. Housed in a restored 1936
landmark building within the historical Art Deco District, The Setai has been artfully designed, weaving the
aesthetics of the Far East into its original Art Deco facade. The Setai features 87 Art Deco rooms, 46
Ocean Suites, 1 Grand Penthouse and incomparable amenities including three temperature-controlled
sparkling pools, beach front services, exceptional dining experiences, The Spa by THEěMAEě and a
Clefs d’Or Chief Concierge. The hotel is privately held; holds membership with The Leading Hotels of the
World, and has been consecutively awarded the coveted Forbes Travel Guide Five Star Award since
2015. For more information, visit thesetaihotel.com. Facebook: /thesetai. Twitter: @TheSetai.
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